
Love Illuminated: A look at 1 John 

Family Devotions Week 4 

Set aside about 10 minutes for this family devotion.  This week we look at the importance in growing 

in our faith and loving the Lord and not things of this world. 

Intro 

Ask: Do you remember when you learned to tie your shoe? Ride a bike? Or simply learn something 

new?  As we grow up we learn new things.  When you are a kid it seems like tying your shoe is one of 

the hardest things you’ll ever do.  Then one day, after lots of practicing, you can just do it.  The bow 

actually looks like a bow and your shoe stays tied.  Just as we grow and learn things in life we are 

supposed to be growing in our faith in the Lord.   Have someone read 1 John 2:12-17. John is writing 

and encouraging believers at different stages in their relationship with God. 

Talk about it 

Ask: Who are the children John is talking to? What about the fathers and young men?  He is writing to 

“children” of God.  So he is talking to all believers.  The “fathers” are people that have been believers 

for a long time. They are mature in their faith.   The “young men” are those that haven’t been 

believers that long.  These believers are still learning some of the basics of what they believe. 

He is writing to encourage them and to remind them that they have been forgiven because of the 

great name of the Lord.  They have overcome the evil one and the things of this world because of 

who the Lord is in their lives.    We should all be encouraged that the Lord loves us and if we have 

asked Jesus into our lives then the Holy Spirit lives within us.  

John also gives us another word of warning.  A warning that we should know but is a powerful 

reminder that the Lord is greater than anything we will have in this life.  We shouldn’t put anything 

above Him.  He says in verse 17 that, “The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will 

of God lives forever.”  The Lord is all we need.  When He sits on the throne of our lives He is enough. 

Wrap up 

In verse 14, John talks about the strength that comes from having the word of God living in us.  This 

week take a few minutes to read over chapter 1 & 2 of 1 John.  Think about the words and what we 

have talked about over the last 3 weeks.  God’s word is alive and living in us to help us every day. 

Weekly assignment:  As we continue to learn God’s word and keep it in front of us, we have another 

verse to learn this week.  Write this verse on a sticky note; put it on your bathroom mirror or 

somewhere family members will see it all week.  Have a prize or something for any family member 

that can say this verse at the end of the week. 

 “The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.”   1 John 2:17 


